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Dear friends, 

We still are faced with the continuing impact of the global pandemic. There are still many challenges, 

and we are still far away from whatever new ‘normal’ will emerge. Even with the lifting of lockdown 

(local lockdown still occurs), the question still remains, how long is covid-19 going to last? People are 

still dying from the disease, there are those affected mentally and physically, those who have lost their 

jobs, those trying to cope with loneliness, isolation and uncertainties. The challenge and state of not 

knowing is universal, but also intensely personal to each individual. 

In the current situation, ‘we had hoped’, is a phrase I have heard repeated on several occasions: ‘We 

had hoped that the virus was going to be around for just a few months’. ‘We had hoped that a vaccine 

would have been discovered to push the virus back’. ‘We had hoped that life would have returned to 

normal’. Yet, despite all the ‘we had hoped’, we continue to live in uncertain times, and even the 

nostalgia of what was, is not enough to quell the uncomfortable reality of what is. Recently, Prof. Chris 

Whitty, UK chief medical officer urge the continuation of strict distance, and warns that ‘it’s foolish to 

expect corona virus vaccine by Christmas…’. There is still the need for caution, and by following 

guidelines we keep others safe as well as us. 

‘We had hoped’, speak volumes about shattered trust and unfulfilled expectations, and this can be a very 

painful experience, as doubts, discouragement and despair can creep in clouding the horizon, 

dominating one’s thinking. Yet, the situation we are in, is a pointer to how much we need divine 

intervention in our world. As Christians, there is always hope even when it is deferred, as the God we 

serve is the God of all hope. With Him, we can find the strength to keep going while we wait for our 

hope to be realised. Paul, who knew real hardship, danger and difficulties, could say in a different 

context from corona, but with the same raw human emotions: ‘I have the strength to face all conditions 

by the power that Christ gives me’ (Philippians 4:13 GNB). As we wait for hope to be realised, let’s 

rethink life’s priority, putting Christ in his rightful place in our lives. Then, let’s go on believing and 

not be afraid, sharing the reason for our hope with others. Here’s a hymn based on Paul’s journey in 

Christ to encourage you. 

     October 2020 
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THE ROAD, by June Baker 

 

The road through life, the road is long and hard, 

O Lord, my feet are weary and sore; 

The going’s rough and things are getting tough, 

But Lord, I know you’ve gone before. 

    Roads, Lord, roads, Lord, how hard my road can be, 

    Take me by the hand, and walk this road with me. 

 

The map of life is not too clear to read, 

And I get lost on many a day; 

The going’s rough, and things are getting tough, 

But Lord, I know you know the way. 

     Roads, Lord roads Lord, how hard my road can be; 

     Take me by the hand, and walk this road with me. 

 

Sometimes ahead the road is black as night 

And every step is full of fear; 

The going’s rough and things are getting tough, 

But Lord, I know that you are here. 

     Roads Lord, roads Lord, how hard my road can be, 

     Take me by the hand, and walk this road with me. 

 

Take care and blessings 

Irene John 
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From:  Ian Hardie, Treasurer of the United Reformed Church 

and John Piper, Deputy Treasurer 

To:  The members and friends of all our 1,400 URC congregations 

August 2020 

‘THANK YOU’ for your unique and vital contribution to the life of the United Reformed Church, and for 

the work of the kingdom which we are able to do together in God’s name. 

We are living through an extraordinary and challenging time – a very anxious time for everyone; a difficult time 

for many; and a time of suffering and loss for some. Yet, the main purpose of this letter is to say ‘thank you’ to 

each of you for all that you have done for the Church in the past; for all that you continue to do even in these 

difficult times; and for what you will do in the future. 

As we are treasurers, you will not be surprised that the focus of this letter is on finance. But we recognise that 

finance is only a means to the end which is our doing of God’s work together. 

‘Thank you’ for your giving to your local church. Financially, this giving is the lifeblood of your own church 

and of the whole United Reformed Church across England, Scotland and Wales. It is this personal giving that 

enables your local church treasurer to pay your church’s bills. Typically, the largest of those ‘bills’ is the 

contribution your local church pays to the URC Ministry and Mission Fund. This Fund meets the central costs of 

the United Reformed Church. The total budget is around £20 million and is approved each year by Mission 

Council. Over 80% of this money is spent on ministers and church related community workers – their training, 

stipends and pensions. But the other 20% also achieves an enormous amount on behalf of us all. General 

Assembly 2020 was severely constrained because of the Covid-19 lockdown, but the reports written for General 

Assembly are available on the URC website, and they paint pictures of all the work that has been done in our 

name over the last two years and much of that work is ongoing. 

‘Thank you’ for your giving and the giving of your local church last year. In 2019, over £19.4 million was 

given by local churches and synods to the Ministry and Mission Fund. The total contributions from local 

churches reduced very slightly but the average giving per member has, once again and remarkably, gone up by 

more than inflation. 

‘Thank you’ for your continued giving this year. We fully understand that circumstances this year are difficult. 

Most local churches have been unable to meet for over five months. We have not had the usual opportunities to 

make our offerings for the work of the Church. But most of the costs of the local church and of the denomination 

have not reduced and some have increased as a consequence of the pandemic. We are also aware that some 

have lost income or work this year and are therefore in great financial difficulty. But there are others on fixed 

incomes who are actually better off than they might otherwise have been. So, please continue to give what 

you can in whatever way you can – or save it up until you can hand it over. 

Any giving of ours is a response to the amazing generosity and love of God which we see in Jesus. Nevertheless, 

it is important for us to say ‘thank you’ to each and all of you. 

If you have any questions or comments arising from this letter then please speak to your church treasurer, who 

has been provided with more detailed information. If they are not able to help directly then they can get in touch 

with the finance team at Church House. 

Yours in Christ, Ian and John 
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Meanders of Mentors 

 

Daleen ten Cate writes, “Darwen Central  URC asked me to write a newsletter for their church 

magazine for October. The Mission Mentors writes a newsletter every month that we called Meanders 

of Mentors. I thought I would combine the two and share the newsletter. 

 

The season of Creationtide, also known as the Season of Creation, has its origins in the Eastern 

Orthodox Church which in 1989 declared September 1st as a day of prayer for creation. Over the 

following decades, as awareness of the present ecological challenges facing our world grew, this single 

day of prayer developed into a liturgical season running from September 1st to October 4th, the feast 

day of St Francis of Assisi (the patriot Saint of Ecology). This season of Creationtide has been 

embraced ecumenically and Christians around the world are encouraged to pray for, and care for, 

God’s good creation. This is also when we celebrate Climate Sunday and Harvest services in our 

churches. 

If there is maybe one positive aspect that came out of this time of Covid 19, it is that we tread gentler 

on God’s creation. The reduced travel by air and land, the reduced pollution from factories etc. enabled 

Mother earth to flourish without the devastating impact we as human beings have on the earth. Many 

of us forget that the 5th mark of Mission is: To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain 

and renew the life of the earth. We are made in Gods image to do as God does, to create and not 

destroy, to respect and honour that was made good, to repair and to restore and to be guardians of a 

better future. 

There are many modern day prophets in our midst from whom have we heard the warnings of the 

climate crisis? It could be communities in the global south, on the frontline of the climate crisis and 

feeling its effects acutely. Or, has it been activists, who have been campaigning on this issue for years? 

Voices such as Greta Thunberg’s  and David Attenborough? Or, is creation itself the prophetic voice 

we need to hear? Should we be listening to the pain of wildfires, flooding, tsunamis and earthquakes?  

Saint Francis the Patron saint of Ecology said: “Preach the Gospel at all times; and when absolutely 

necessary, use words.” Francis was all about orthopraxy, or living the Gospel, rather than orthodoxy, 

or merely verbal beliefs. 

As the Church, a global body with brothers and sisters around the world, whom feeling acutely the 

impact of the climate crisis.  Do we listen to these cries? What is our role as local churches sharing this 

message and addressing it? Please contact your mentor or one of the Green Apostle team members 

to learn some more. 

Rev Daleen ten Cate 

Missional Discipleship Mentor for Lancashire & Part of the Green Apostle Team 

 

Moria Refugee Camp, Greece 

 

Daleen has forwarded this request for 

help following the devastating fire at the 

Moria camp this month from Siobhan 

Tweedle. Siobhan has worked 

alongside many churches and refugee 

projects before. Our local contact is 

Carol, who helps out at the stage unit in 

White Lund. Alternatively, churches can 

donate directly to the charity: Ripple 

Effect which is based in Lancaster. 
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Dear all 

I hope you are all safe and well and are managing to get things back to normal or the new normal as 

it’s referred to now! 

I am contacting you all to ask if you would 

please spread the word around about a local 

appeal, we have to help the refugees in 

Greece. 

As if things can’t get any worse for these 

families following camp lockdowns, COVID-19 

outbreaks, they now have this devastating fire 

in Moria camp. So, the need for basic items 

such as nappies and other hygiene supplies in 

camps across the country has never before 

been more urgent. 

Carole who is the ESOL Tutor for me in St 

Anne’s runs a charity called the Ripple Effect based in Lancaster that supports refugees in Greece. 

And at the moment the work she and her team are doing is collecting essential supplies to support the 

families in Moria. 

To help her with this task, I thought I would email you all to ask if we can join together to raise 

awareness of this plight and appeal for any donation from the list below.  

We in Lancashire have always gone that extra mile to help vulnerable people, even when we are facing 

issues and hard times ourselves. So, I would be so grateful if you could help one more time by 

circulating this email or displaying the list on your work or church notice boards or newsletters to try to 

generate as many items as possible. 

I am happy to collect locally and bring any items donated to Carole’s charity. It’s her plan to get them 

sent over in the next shipping container, which is due to go early October 2020. 

The items required are as follows: 

Baby Nappies  

Personal hygiene and care essentials 

New underwear and socks 

Clean Blankets 

Warm and practical WINTER clothing 

Sleeping Bags and Tents. 

I thank you all for your consideration on 

this matter, and I know together locally we 

can do great things which makes a 

difference to people’s lives... 

Thank you and kind regards 

Siobhan 

Siobhan Tweedale 

Community Support Officer for Refugee Project on the Fylde Coast. 
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Church but not as we know it!  

With our church buildings closed for worship, we asked some of our Church members, June, Sally 

David and Pauline to write about how they worship on Sundays. They tell us about three different 

services available to us all via the internet; Rev. Irene’s Evening Service, Sunday Service from the 

URC and North Lancashire Partnership Service. 

 

Rev. Irene’s Evening Service. 

ZOOM! -  sounds like something from a boy’s comic, or a cartoon! 

But no  -  it is the lock-down version of “face to face” meeting.  It is also the present way of ‘doing 

Church’ -  IF you have an iPad or computer.  This sadly denies half the church, in most areas, from 

joining in.  

However, Rev Irene has continued to provide some of us with regular ‘gatherings‘, with all the attendant 

hiccoughs and delays as we all get our act together...(so much easier to turn up at Church and sit 

down, of course).  Once a month we have shared Communion, using whatever we choose to eat or 

drink;  and Irene has always provided a video of some relevant subject, as well as using modern 

recorded hymns, alongside a couple of hymns with me on the piano (via my iPad !). 

The other lovely thing has been “meeting” new or old friends from the wider group of churches.  One 

day we will be able to meet ‘in the flesh’ I hope;  but interestingly, it is probably easier to gather from 

our widespread towns via the infamous ZOOM!  

Thank you, Irene x.              June Baker 

 

Sunday Service from the URC. 

The United Reformed Church has been providing daily devotions by email for a few years. Since 

lockdown, these have  been excellently  augmented with a live sound broadcast morning service, every 

Sunday at 10 am. Once subscribed, at the click of a mouse on the email link, there it all is: hymns, 

prayers, readings and sermon, all to download at any time of the day. It’s especially good though to 

make a point of tuning in on Sunday at 10, in the knowledge that there’s an invisible cloud of URC 

witnesses all around the country listening in and worshipping with you. A form of surrogate solidarity of 

faith and worship  which we have all so much missed, with our own churches locked up for so long. 

Okay, it‘s a kind of make-do for the duration, but a blessing nonetheless. There have  been some heart-

warming  sermons, both pastoral and challenging. Reassuring  to hear that the URC is still well blest 

with some fine preachers among its younger ministers.  The hymns are a mixture of good old Songs of 

Praise favourites spiced with some super new ones in sometimes funky arrangements. David’s instant 

favourite has been Bernadette Farrell’s Everyday God. Catch it on YouTube – it’s beautiful. (Maybe 

June will bear it in mind whenever we manage to get our choir back together again.) 

One service a month is a little longer and includes communion. We like to dress for the part, a cross 

and a candle on the computer desk, and our home communion set complete with its fair white linen 

cloth.  Then we break our own bread and share a small glass of port. Not of course quite the same as 

being in church with all our friends. But especially during this rather bleak year, it’s good to thank the 

Lord for little luxuries. 

David and Pauline 

 

North Lancashire Partnership Service. 

How have you worshipped during the period of lockdown? 

While the church building has been closed the church has not gone away. The church, as we all know, 

is the people not the building. Being a Nationwide organisation, the congregations of individual URC 

churches have developed diverse ways to offer worship to maintain and strengthen our faith and 

outreach to all wishing, and able, to access the resources they have offered.  
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URC daily devotions began, and continue, to send out a pre-recorded service every Sunday morning 

by e mail; for those with access to Face-book, live on-line services are an option on a Sunday morning 

and, as with the URC email service, available at any time. There are others of course.  

At one of Rev Irene’s evening services on Zoom we were told of a morning service on Zoom by David 

Ruddick [from Hest Bank URC] . He is a member, as are all of us, of the North Lancashire Partnership 

and co-ordinates a service led by one of the Elders or an invited preacher for the congregations in the 

NLP. The service is submitted to David who then sends it out to those who have requested an invitation 

to attend on Zoom on a Sunday morning. Readings are done by some of the attendees and we are all 

able to sing along to the hymns as the words are projected onto our screens. The music usually comes 

via YouTube so can take on various forms from organ music, with or without singing, in a Cathedral to 

a simple piano accompaniment.  

Yes, I know Zoom isn’t popular with everyone but it does allow worship with and at the same time as 

others, and see faces [although phone in is also possible to just listen]. There is also a chance to find 

out how they are faring in this challenging time facing all of us as we get chance to chat before and 

after the service [take your own coffee and biscuits though!]. 

I’ve been invited to take the service on 11th October and am finding it an interesting challenge to find 

the ‘right’ accompaniment to the hymns I might want to use. I trust in God’s Spirit to guide me to make 

the right choices to bring to those who decide to join in a meaningful time of worship.     Sally 

 

Where’s the Hope and Glory? 

David Greenwood wrote last month to Reform, the URC’s national magazine about the words of “Land 

of Hope and Glory”. Below is a copy of his letter that was published. 

The toppling of the Colston statue in Bristol; the renaming of the Gladstone Halls of Residence in 

Liverpool; the decision to remove the Oxford Rhodes statue; the question mark over many other 

embarrassing national monuments seeming to celebrate empire and slavery.... is it not high time 

another (musical) monument  suffered the same judgment?  

I mean Land of Hope and Glory, still a high  point  of the Last Night of the Proms. In this new climate 

of a humbler awareness  of the less glorious parts of our national history,  how can we still sing – and 

pray – for the continuing expansion of the British Empire? “God, who made thee mighty, make thee 

mightier yet!” 

Elgar himself came to hate the tune when it came into its jingoistic  own during the Great War. And 

there lies the problem. Words apart, it’s a great tune, of which we can still be very proud. It would be 

an act of cultural vandalism to condemn Elgar’s inspiration to oblivion along with the awful words. So, 

may I suggest a modest rewrite, to reflect today’s values, hopes, and where we now believe true glory 

lies: 

 

Where’s the  hope and glory 

When not all are freed? 

Tell a different  story: 

peace with justice agreed. 

Kinder still and kinder 

May thy hearts be set. 

God, who only is mighty, 

make thee humbler yet. 

God, who only is mighty, 

make thee humbler yet. 

 

David Greenwood 
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Worship in the Church Hall, October 11th 2020. 

At their meeting on September 8th, the Elders recognised that the levels of Coronavirus risk to elderly 

and vulnerable members and friends remained high. For that reason, the church (which has poor 

ventilation) will remain closed for the time being. However, the Elders agreed that one service should 

be held in the Hall to enable them to consider whether that is a possible way forward, perhaps alongside 

Zoom services. 

This will be on Sunday, 11th October, at 10:45am, led by Revd Irene John. 

In accordance with Government, URC and Insurance requirements, a full Risk Assessment has been 

completed, and appropriate measures have been put in place to reduce the risks involved. The 

premises have been thoroughly cleaned. 

At the service: 

• Hand sanitiser will be provided at entrances and exits. 

• Face coverings must be worn at all times on the premises. 

• Social distancing must be maintained – the seating will be arranged accordingly. 

• The service will be shorter than usual. 

• There will be no singing, although music will form part of the worship. 

• Bibles will not be provided, but you may bring your own for use during the service. 

• There will be no refreshments. 

• The toilets will not be in use. 

This is a one-off event, and is not intended to indicate a return to regular gathering for worship at 

church. The Elders recognise and readily accept that some people will feel the risk of meeting together 

is still too high. Other ways of worshipping will continue. 

Due to restricted capacity, booking is essential. This will also satisfy the requirements of the NHS 

Test and Trace system. Anyone wishing to attend on October 11th must reserve a place through any 

Elder by Friday 9th October at the latest. Those booking places are invited to indicate whether they 

would like a fabric face covering to be provided for them to use at the service and to take away 

afterwards. If you have reserved a place but feel at all unwell on the day, please do not come to the 

service. There is no need to cancel the booking. 

Please think carefully and prayerfully about whether to attend this service. 

 

Gordon’s busy week ! 

Every so often, the meetings which I attend in connection with my various roles in the URC fall close 

together. There was a week like that in September. 

It began with two Zoom church services on the Sunday – one attended as a worshipper, and the other 

as Zoom Host, making sure that the right words and pictures appeared on screen at the appropriate 

time. 

On the Monday, I was one of seven members of the Area Pastoral Committee who met via Zoom. As 

usual, the agenda was quite varied, but there was understandably a lot of discussion on church re-

opening – news of those churches that had already resumed meeting for worship, concerns from those 

who were planning to do so (including Garstang), and support for those who were not yet in a position 

to consider it. 

We also heard about a scheme called “Space at the table”, in which some chefs in Manchester are 

chilling prepared food which they then donate to charities including Help the Homeless in Chorley; and 

the appeal by the charity Ripple Effect, based in Lancaster, for various items (including blankets, 

sleeping bags, warm clothing and hygiene essentials) to be sent to the Greek island of Lesbos for the 

12,000 former residents of the Moria Camp refugee centre which was recently destroyed by fire. 
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Closer to home, we discussed remedial work required at church buildings in Burnley, Lancaster, Halton 

and Lower Darwen. It was sad to hear that the scope of the major project at Chorley (the “Hollinshead 

Centre”) has been much reduced, mainly because grant funding is now much more difficult to obtain. 

The meeting also considered how we might help our friends at Bispham URC who are looking at how 

they can make best use of their buildings in serving their local community. 

We would usually discuss ecumenical relationships and plan events with other denominations in the 

area, but on this occasion,  we were limited to sharing what we knew about other churches’ plans for 

re-opening. 

Alongside all this, the general business of the church is proceeding. we heard that the full Synod 

Meeting due in October will be held as a series of Zoom meetings (rather than one really long one!). 

This will be quite a challenge for Tim Hopley, recently appointed Synod Clerk. Mike Hart has been 

doing this job as well as being Synod Treasurer, so it is really good that a suitable candidate has been 

found. 

Friday brought two more Zoom meetings, back to back. The first was the meeting of the Synod 

Resources Committee, which in simple terms is the Synod equivalent of our Management Committee. 

This group normally meets every two months, but with so much going on, and being limited to meetings 

via Zoom, we have increased the frequency to monthly for the time being. 

The Synod Office staff have been keeping in touch with representatives of all 118 churches in the 

Province. We spent quite a lot of time considering the financial impact of closure on local churches and 

their ability to pay their monthly contributions to the Ministry and Mission Fund (from which Ministers 

and other church workers are paid). We reviewed the emergency arrangement of loans which was put 

in place shortly after closure began, and we agreed further financial assistance for churches both this 

year and in 2021. Some churches which have fallen behind in payments will receive particular attention 

from the Area Finance Officers. Money doesn’t drive the church’s activities, but lack of it can certainly 

bring complications. 

Money also featured strongly in the next topic on the agenda – the forthcoming valuation of the URC 

Ministers Pension Fund, and the likelihood of a large shortfall in assets – and by “large”, I mean many 

millions of pounds. This is a very complicated problem, but one major challenge is that the Pensions 

Regulator applies the rules as if the URC nationally was a business with normal assets and a balance 

sheet. However, in that sense the URC’s assets are its churches and manses, which have no financial 

value as long as they are in normal use, and so don’t appear on any balance sheet. I am glad that I 

don’t have to attend any meetings with the Pensions Regulator. 

The meeting then had a period of lighter relief as we considered, and agreed, two applications for 

grants – one to assist with replacement of a church roof, and the other to support an organisation for 

young people. Then we heard a report on progress of the purchase of an office building in Salford 

Quays to which the Synod Office will relocate early next year. We found that, just as with any new 

home, the total cost will be a lot more than just the purchase price paid to the vendor. 

After decisions on various matters relating to church buildings, car parks and graveyards, the meeting 

ended – to be immediately followed by the formal AGM of the Synod Trust, a charitable “company” of 

which all the Synod Trustees are “Directors”. We studied and approved the annual report and accounts, 

agreed the formal wordings to be written to the Auditors, Companies House and the Charity 

Commission, and decided to use the same Auditors next year. Then it was all over. 

It is very interesting to hear about what goes on at other churches across the North West, and it is a 

privilege to be able to offer assistance and advice when needed. However, it does bring with it a lot of 

paperwork – there were 34 documents to be read for the two meetings on Friday (and only two pictures 

in any of them!). 

I’m looking forward to a less hectic time over the next few weeks until the calendar inevitably brings 

another cluster of meetings close together.      Gordon 
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Garden Gatherings. 

In July, Ann Wicks and I were in her garden, and Ann suggested a mini church gathering  could work 

in the garden each week, just six to obey the laws of the moment!  Having attended the first one with 

Renee, we agreed a Catterall gathering could be possible in Renee’s very large garden. So, one 

became two, Ann continuing until incapacitated by her stroke, and the Catterall group continuing into 

September. The group meets at 11am on a Sunday morning, Muriel and Bill Barnes, Helene and Eddy, 

Renee and me, plus sometimes Arthur;  Renee’s son Chris organises refreshments!   

We have also met in Helene and Eddy’s garden once, after Renee had a fall. We have shared poems, 

readings, (Eddy always humorous !) and even sung the Song of Peace sometimes!  The weather has 

been mixed, cool all through August, but sunnier in September.  Renee has a summer house to retreat 

to if wet!! 

As ‘church’ enables us to gather with like-minded people, and share our deepest thoughts, either 

spoken or silent, with love at the heart of things, we have experienced this very happily -  “ where two 

or three are gathered together in my name, there I am in the midst of you”. 

 

Christmas Greetings!   

As usual this year we are offering all members and friends at Garstang and Forton Churches the 

opportunity to send your Christmas greetings via the Church newsletter.   It’s easy, all you need to do 

is compose your message in fewer than 25 words and send it to Bev Lamey.  I will do the rest!  You 

can email your message to me. I will be compiling the greetings to go into the December newsletter so 

the deadline to get your greetings to me is 15th November.  Your greeting will appear alongside a festive 

image in the newsletter, saving the need to send cards to church friends.   

Many thanks, 

Bev 

 

Your Newsletter. 

Congratulations on getting this far through the newsletter. There’s been some heavy reading so to end 

with we have put in a picture quiz to lighten things up. What we really would like, is for more of you to 

send in your stories, your news, your pictures. 

 

Test your memory.  

Can you identify what the occasion was when the photos were taken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 
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A. Revd. Irene walking in the Whit Monday Festival. 

B. Lynne received her “sub-marinara” certificate from Jim Williams. 

C. Lunch at the Buddhist Temple, Ulverston. 

D. “That’s the Spirit”, Millennium celebrations at PNE ground, Deepdale. 

E. Lynne and Stella canoeing at Fleetwood with Jim, 2012. 

F. May Day walk. 

G. Town Criers Competition, in the Church Hall.  

D 
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